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Unveiling the Secrets of Hiraeth: A Review of
An Archive of Romance by Ava Reid
In the sweeping, mist-laden world of modern fantasy literature, few authors have managed to blend
the eerie with the romantic as effectively as Ava Reid. Her previous work, A Study in Drowning,
captured the hearts of readers with its dark academic setting, folklore-infused plot, and the complex
relationship between rival architecture students. Now, with the release of An Archive of Romance,
Reid invites her audience to step back into the damp, haunted halls of Hiraeth Manor. This release
is not merely a sequel or a simple continuation; it is a meticulously curated artifact that serves as a
tangible piece of the world she created.

For fans who found themselves lingering on the last pages of the original novel, unwilling to let go
of the atmosphere, this book is a treasure trove. It operates on the premise that the story does not
end when the plot resolves; rather, it lives on in the documents, memories, and quiet moments
shared between the characters. An Archive of Romance acts as a bridge between the fictional
narrative and the reader's reality, presenting itself as a collection of primary sources that ground the
fantasy in a tactile sense of history.

A Masterclass in Epistolary Storytelling
The defining feature of this volume is its format. Moving away from the standard third-person or
first-person narrative flow, Reid embraces the epistolary tradition. The book is composed of letters,
diary entries, poetry, and notes passed between the protagonists, Effy Sayre and Preston Héloury.
This choice of structure is particularly poignant given the academic nature of the characters. Both
Effy and Preston are scholars in their own right—investigators of truth in a world built on myths. By
allowing readers to read their raw, unedited correspondence, Reid offers an intimacy that traditional
prose sometimes lacks.

Reading these documents feels like sifting through a dusty box found in an attic. There is a sense of



voyeurism, of discovering secrets that were meant to be private. The letters reveal the gradual shift
in their dynamic, charting the course from academic rivals who can barely stand one another to
partners who have faced the darkness together. The epistolary format allows for a pause in the
action, giving the characters space to articulate feelings they might not have been able to speak
aloud during the chaotic events of the first book.

Decoding Preston Héloury
One of the most significant draws of An Archive of Romance is the access it provides to Preston
Héloury’s internal world. In A Study in Drowning, the narrative was anchored primarily in Effy’s
perspective. While this allowed readers to deeply understand her trauma and her growth, Preston
often remained an enigma—a sharp-tongued, fastidious young man whose motivations were clear
but whose internal emotional landscape was obscured.

This collection changes that. Through excerpts from Preston’s diary, readers are finally granted a
look behind the curtain. These entries are a revelation for fans of the "rivals to lovers" trope. We
see his initial skepticism, his grudging respect, and eventually, the profound, quiet affection he
develops for Effy. It is a rare treat to witness the "pining" from the other side. His observations are
intellectual yet deeply feeling, proving that his critical mind does not preclude a romantic heart.
Watching him struggle to rationalize his emotions through his writing adds a layer of vulnerability to
his character that enriches the entire series.

Effy Sayre and the Power of Marginalia
Effy Sayre is a character defined by her relationship with stories—specifically the fairy tales that
shaped her world. A central plot point of the original novel involved the book Angharad and the
truth behind its authorship. An Archive of Romance continues this meta-narrative exploration by
including pages from Angharad complete with Effy’s own annotations.

These marginalia are more than just scribbles; they are a dialogue between Effy and the text that
haunted her. We see her questioning the narrative, correcting the record, and finding her own
strength within the lines of a story that was once used to control her. This interactive element
emphasizes one of Reid’s core themes: that stories are living things, subject to interpretation and
ownership. By seeing Effy’s handwriting on the page, the reader understands her journey from a
passive consumer of folklore to an active participant in her own destiny.

The Architecture of Hiraeth: Visualizing the Setting
Beyond the text, this deluxe edition is a visual feast. Ava Reid has always excelled at atmospheric
world-building, describing the crumbling, water-stained beauty of Hiraeth Manor with poetic
precision. However, An Archive of Romance takes this a step further by including architectural
blueprints and maps. For a series where architecture plays such a pivotal role—where the house
itself feels like a living, breathing antagonist—these visual aids are invaluable.

The blueprints ground the story in reality. Seeing the layout of the manor, the positioning of the
rooms, and the structure of the cliffs adds a spatial dimension to the memories of the events that
transpired there. It transforms the setting from a vague, spooky backdrop into a concrete place.
Additionally, the inclusion of "ephemera" such as tickets to Saltney and other small documents
enhances the feeling that this is a real archive. These small details build a texture of reality that



makes the magic of the Fairy King feel all the more plausible and terrifying.

A Gallery of Shadows: The Illustrations
The book is marketed as a deluxe illustrated edition, and it delivers on that promise. With over
forty illustrations, the aesthetic of the novel is brought to vivid life. The art style complements the
gothic tone of the writing perfectly—dark, intricate, and slightly unsettling. The illustrations do not
just depict characters; they capture the mood. We see the stormy seas, the twisting roots, and the
ethereal, frightening visage of the folklore creatures.

These images serve as anchors for the imagination. While Reid’s prose is evocative, having a visual
reference for the specific gothic style of the world helps immerse the reader fully. The interplay
between the text and the art creates a multimedia experience that is rare in adult fantasy. It is
reminiscent of classic fairy tale books, which fits the genre perfectly, yet the content remains mature
and emotionally complex.

The Never-Before-Seen Epilogue
Perhaps the most anticipated component of this collection is the new epilogue. Romance readers, in
particular, often crave closure that goes beyond the "happily ever after" implied at the end of a
tumultuous plot. They want to know what life looks like when the adrenaline fades and the monsters
are defeated. An Archive of Romance provides this necessary glimpse into the future.

The epilogue offers a look at Effy and Preston’s life post-Hiraeth. It validates their struggle by
showing the peace they fought so hard to obtain. It is not just fan service; it is a thematic
conclusion. It reinforces the idea that survival is not the end of the story, but the beginning of a new
one. Seeing them navigate the mundane aspects of a relationship, free from the immediate threat of
drowning (both literal and metaphorical), provides a satisfying emotional release for the audience.

Why This Book Matters
In a publishing landscape often dominated by long-running series that stretch plots thin over
thousands of pages, An Archive of Romance stands out as a unique offering. It is a boutique reading
experience, designed for those who appreciate the finer details of world-building and character
psychology. It acknowledges that the bond between a reader and a book often extends beyond the
plot; it is about the atmosphere, the feelings, and the world itself.

Ava Reid has created something that honors her characters and her readers equally. By giving
Preston a voice, giving Effy agency over the text, and giving the audience a physical piece of the
magic, she has expanded the universe of A Study in Drowning in a meaningful way. This book is
not just an add-on; it is an essential companion that deepens the lore and creates a lasting tribute to
the power of stories. It is a beautiful, haunting reminder that even in the darkest of fairy tales, love
and truth can survive.
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